TWSBA —= A9

TEACHING WITH SMALL BOATS ALLIANCE

Fellows Begin Crafting
the Future of Boatbuilding Education

Last month, TWSBA took an exciting step forward in shaping the future of
boatbuilding education. Fifteen educators and program leaders from across our
national network gathered at the WoodenBoat School in Brooklin, Maine for a
week-long residency. This marked the official launch of the Boatbuilding

Educator Fellowship.

Why did we come together? Because building a national certification in wooden


https://teachingwithsmallboats.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=7803478f-9f4b-476d-9f7f-d6cdb5d9994d

boatbuilding requires more than technical skill. It requires collaboration, shared
vision, and strong relationships among the educators who will lead this
movement. During the week, our fellows worked on the foundations of the
certification and built something just as important: a supportive community of
peers committed to opening pathways for youth into skilled trades, higher
education, and maritime leadership. The group’s capstone project will be the
development of the boatbuilding curriculum and progression of learning, and
work on the framework is already underway. Our National Boatbuilding
Certification is being built in collaboration with the Carpenters Union, creating

a direct connection to skilled trade careers and workforce pathways.

Over the next year our fellows will continue to meet virtually, refine the
certification, and prepare to present the completed curriculum at the
2026 TWSBA National Conference, marking a major step for our whole

community.

TWSBA Podcast

We're excited to share that TWSBA has launched a new podcast! Each episode
will feature stories, conversations, and insights from our member organizations
and educators using small boats as powerful tools for learning. Tune in,
subscribe, and join us on this new adventure!

In our Inaugural Episode co-hosts Kevin Calahan and Patrick McBriarty have a discussion with
Alex Severino, our East Coast regional facilitator and previous Middle School Program Manager

at the highly regarded Rocking The Boat (Bronx, NY) to learn some of the special sauce behind

successful youth development work and how she moved from a participant to staff and now to
being part of TWSBA. Co-hosts Kevin and Patrick chime in to share additional tips and
experience working with youth, adults, staff and volunteers from their respective roles as

Executive Director of Urban BoatWorks (Camden, NJ) and Special Projects at All Hands

Boatworks (Milwaukee, WI). Learn what TWSBA is and the amazing work these and other
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programs sprinkled around the country are doing to help and teach both youth and adults through

the building and use of small boats, and more.

LISTEN HERE

East Coast Gatherings

If you or your organization want to come together with other TWSBA members,
we are going to be present at the Mid-Atlantic Small Craft Festival at the
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in St Michaels MD from Oct 3-5th. Come
witness the craftsmanship and innovation showcased through vessels
alongside hundreds of small craft enthusiasts at one of the nation’s largest
gatherings of its kind.

We also are inviting all East Coast organizations and their members to the
Icebreaker Rowing Regatta, at the Hull Lifesaving Museum on Saturday

November 1st.

TWSBA can sponsor young participants' attendance to both events! For more
information, please reach out to Alex Severino, our East Coast regional

facilitator at eastcoast@twsba.org.
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