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Discussion Overview

• Title: Building a boat with Socrates: Experiential Education and 21st Century Skills

• Moderators: Sarah Rubenstein, Maritime Discovery Schools and Jann Lane, Wind and Oar Boat 

School

• Topics:

– What are 21st century skills and how are they related to other standards and skills?

– How are your program, and other programs, articulating 21st century skills?

– What shifts in your program will grow 21st century skills?

– How is your program preparing participants for life, career, and college?

– What is the sweet spot for your program when addressing national and state standards and 

skills?
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What are 21st century skills?

How do these skills arise out of 

experiential learning… 
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21st Century Skills

• Focuses on skills, content 

knowledge and expertise.

• Builds understanding across and 

among core subjects

• Emphasizes deep understanding 

• Engages students in solving 

meaningful real world problems

• Allows for multiple measures of 

mastery

-From: Partnership for 21st Century Skills
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21st Century 
Skills:

critical thinking 
creativity 

collaboration 
communication

Next 
Generation 

Science 
Standards

STEM / 
STEAM

Common 
Core Math 
Standards

Common 
Core 

Literacy

CTE 
standards
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http://nstahosted.org/pdfs/ngss/



Socrates?
• Experiential learning provides a powerful tool for 

student engagement and perseverance

• Active learning goes beyond hands-on, project 

based
– Significant content

– Driving or essential questions

– Need to know

– In depth inquiry

– Reflection 

– 4Cs

– Voice and choice
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What Would Socrates Say: How does your 

program address 21st Century Skills? 

Three levels of text protocol

• Read the text and identify important passages.

• Round 1

– First person shares (3 minutes)

• Read the selected passage aloud.

• What do you think about the passage?

• What are the implications for your work/organization?

– Group response (2 minutes)

• Continue until each person has had a round to share.
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Break for Lunch
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Panel: How does your program 

incorporate 21st Century Skills? 
• Jann Lane and Peter Crim, Wind and Oar Boat School

• Sarah Rubenstein, Maritime Discovery Schools

• Joe Youcha, Building to Teach
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Wind & Oar
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Woodworking 
skils; boat 

construction, 
MATH

Design, 
Physics

The Water 
Cycle

(watershed 
stewardship; river 

geography; history, 

forestry

Literacy activities
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Wind & Oar 

• Concept map placeholder
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Port Townsend Students

• Engage in rigorous, in depth, and 

authentic learning

• Cultivate curiosity

• Be independent thinkers, problem 

solvers, and lifelong learners 

• Connect with meaningful ideas

• Work collaboratively

• Make an impact in the community 
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Local Themes
• Craftsmanship and 

creativity

• Stewardship of place, 

the environment, and 

the sea

• Citizenship and careers

• Leadership and self-

reliance
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Curriculum Development

• Teacher Professional Development 

– Project Based Learning and Backwards Design

– Cooperative Learning

– Workshop Model

– Thinking Strategies
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Joe Youcha
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Closing Activity: Connect, 

Extend, Challenge
• How are the ideas presented here connected to what 

your program is already doing?

• What new ideas do you have that extend your thinking 

about what your program is or can be doing?

• What challenges or puzzles have come up for you in 

your mind during this presentation about your program?
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Questions?

Sarah Rubenstein

www.maritimediscovery.org

srubenstein@ptschools.org

Jann Lane

www.windandoar.org

jann@windandoar.org

32
Port Townsend, WA ~ April 30 – May 2, 2015   Teaching 
With Small Boats Conference 


